Which pothing else @an do, and which nothi g can rob us of, ‘All 
ether advant:ges depen upon others as much as upon ourselves. 
Riches, power, and greatness may be taken away from us by the vios 
lence and injustice of others or by inevitable accidents, but 
Virtue depends only upon ourselves, and nobody ean take it away 
from us. Sickness may deprive us of all the pleasure of the body; 
but it eannot deprive us ef eur vittuc, nor of the satisfaction 
which we feel from it. A virtuous man, under all the misfortunes 


of life, still finds an inward eo-fort and satisfaction, which 


wekes hie happier than any wicked man ean be, with all the other 
edvantsges of life, If a man has acquired great power and riches 
by falsehood, injustice, and oppression, he cannot enjoy them; ~ 
because his conscience will torment him and constantly reproagh 
him with the mens by which he got then. ‘The stings of his eon- 
ec'ence will not even let him sleep quietly; but he will dream of 
his erimes; and in the day*time, when alone, and when he has tine 
to think, he will be uneasy and melancholy, He is afraid of every- 
thing; for, as he knows mankind must hate him, he has reason to 
think they will hirt him if they can, Thereas, if.2 virtuous man 
be ever so poor, er unfortunate in the world, still his virtue is 
its own reward, ani will comfort his unter all afflictions, ‘The 
quiet and satisfaction ef his goneitenes make him Whee ful by day, 
ron Sleep sound of nights; he ean be alone with pleasure, and is 
not afraid of his om thoughts, Besides this, he 1s universally 
esteemed and respected; for even the most wicked people tho-selves 





